From: American Scientist, 1997. Volume 85: 204-205.
Birthday Bloopers

To the Editors;

Although amusing, Howard Topoff’s“A Charles Darwin (187") Birthday Quiz (Macroscope,
March-April) contained an embarrassing error in the title. February 12, 1997 was Charles
Dawin’s 188th birthday. Darwin was born on the same day, in the same year, as Abraham
Lincoln: 1809. My own hiology students (particularly the * pre-meds’) would demand extra
credit for pointing this out. Furthermore, they would fed unjustly tormented for being subjected
to questions about the Catholic church (#4) and Erasmus Darwin's occupation (#9). Heck, this
was supposed to be aquiz that tested our evolutionary savvy and not about reigion and history.
(By theway, | am not complaining just because | got these questions wrong. Harumpht). All
kidding asde, | gpplaud the spirit of celebration in which Professor Topoff gave us the quiz.

Micheel P. Rus=ll
Villanova Universty
Villanova, PA

The Editorsreply:

In a perfect world, we would merdly congratulate Dr. Russdll for being our only-so far-reader to
correctly locate and answer the find eement of the "Birthday Quiz." Unfortunately, neither the
world nor our editing is perfect, and we can say only that we made a mistake — one that cannot
be blamed on Howard Topoff, the author of the quiz, because we wrote the title. Still, we
commend Dr. Russll for careful reading, and as the winner of the unquiz he will receive a copy
of Exploring Evolutionary Biology: Readings from American Scientist. Upon recaiving this
prize, we encourage Dr. Russdll to turn to page 187, where he can read about "The structure of
natural selection.”



